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Repeat violent offender, murderer gets maximum

David Hollie, 46, of Warren, received maximum consecutive prison
sentences totaling 41 Y2 years to life and must also serve almost 1,700
additional days that was left on his previous post-release control.

Last week, Hollie was found guilty by a jury of five felony charges,
including murder with a firearm specification, having weapons while
under disability with a firearm specification, tampering with evidence,
failure to comply with order/signal of police officer and receiving
stolen property ending a three-day trial before Trumbull County
Common Pleas Judge Sarah T. Kovoor.

Prior to today’s sentencing hearing, Judge Kovoor declared Hollie a repeat violent offender
after hearing testimony from Warren police detective Nicole Smith who certified that Hollie
was previously convicted in 2005 of involuntary manslaughter, aggravated burglary and
aggravated robbery, all first-degree felonies.

The jury took a little more than an hour to convict Hollie, who was charged in the Aug. 3,
2025, fatal shooting of 34-year-old Choice D. Washington on Scott Street NE in Warren.
Hollie fled the scene in a stolen silver Buick which initiated a high-speed chase reaching
111 mph. Ohio State Highway Patrol trooper Brandon Gibson testified to performing a PIT
maneuver to stop and arrest Hollie.

First Assistant Christopher Becker represented the state in the case, calling a number of
law enforcement officers to the stand, including Warren detectives Nicole Smith and John
Greaver, who had monitored a jail call Hollie had made in which he talked abouta “demo”
in which the detective interpreted as describing video footage of the shooting incident. At
the hearing, Hollie told the judge if he had known about the video, he would have took the
state’s offer to serve 21 years to life in prison. Instead, Hollie will receive the maximum
sentence.

Becker said he was pleased with the verdict and sentence and thanked the Warren police
for their stellar investigative work.

Also speaking during the sentencing hearing was a friend of Choice Washington who said
the victim was someone who would light up a room.

“l hope justice will reflect the life that has been taken from us,” said Brooke Clark, the
friend of the victim. Also Jenna Maze, the coordinator of the Prosecutor’s Office



Victim/Witness Division, read a letter from Alexis Washington, the victim’s 16-year-old
daughter. In that letter, the teen asked the judge to give the maximum sentence as justice
for the death of her father.

Becker lauded the police work of detectives Smith, Eric Laprocina and Zachary Jones plus
officer Ryan Young, who were able to gather key evidence including the incriminating
security video.

“This is the fourth or fifth consecutive homicide case where some or all of the crime were
caught on camera. Cameras are so prevalent that they are becoming more important than
DNA and cell phone technology,” Becker said.

Hollie was represented by attorney Aaron Miekle.

For more information, contact Guy Vogrin, investigator / public information officer, Trumbull County
Prosecutor’s Office, 330-675-2485.



